
Heritage Enrichment Series
AHA!  REXFORD!
REXFORD WALKING TOUR

In an effort to identify what is and what used to be, this story lays the groundwork of Rexford’s 
business story on Main Street.  Tonya Schwarz, a student at CCC, developed the basis of this ‘tour’.  

Named for Jacob Rexford, the town was started soon after the advent of the Rock 
Island Railroad, May 1888.  Jacob Rexford was an early settler, a GAR man and brother of the 
poet, Eben Rexford, of Wisconsin.  The first building was moved to town by Ira Thompson, 
September 15, 1888 from either Gem or Hawkeye (both are mentioned in resources).

- West Side -
The tour begins at the Rexford Community Church.  Woodman Hall was once located 

on this lot and also served as a dance hall and movie theater, “The Electric Theatre”.  In 1952 
construction of the church began and it was dedicated, debt free, in 1954.

Next is the location of the former Ocean to Ocean Garage.  The Ocean to Ocean 
Highway once ran through downtown Rexford. 

Then to the site of a former creamery built in the 20s for the Beatrice Creamery 
Company.  It was a cement block building and was torn down in 1994.  

The next building was built for Barnett’s Cash Store c. 1926.  In 1945 the Masons 
purchased it, using the south half.  The north half operated as part of Stepper Implement.  In 
1985, the building was acquired to house the Shepherd’s Staff (SSI) Conference Center.

In 1905 JCB Knudson ran a hardware and implement business on the corner.  In 1918 
he sold to his sons.  Cy Stepper bought it in 1937-38, eventually closing out in 1968.  For a 
time the local library was housed in this building (c. 30s).  The Post Office is now here.

Across Kansas Street to the Red Barn.  This was once the location of a cafe.  The Davis 
Market (Frank and Ella) was here in the 40s.  Bob Lowis’ Drug store was to the north and the 
Masons met upstairs when they were first organized.  The Strandleys operated the Arrow Cafe 
here in the 50s.  The Barn was moved in the late 70s and opened in 1981 as the Senior Center. 

Next door is a building built in 1908 which housed a meat market and grocery store.  
WS McIntyre opened a racket store (a five and ten cent store) here around 1914.  Dr. C.R. 
Storer, dentist, would come from Colby to meet patients in the back.  The post office and Dr. 
Singleton’s office were once here.  In 1946 Roy McAfoos ran a cleaning shop on the north side.  
Marvin Thompson had a shoe repair shop on the south side.  McAfoos sold his business to 
Bud Preston who ran it with with his brother-in-law, CJ Moeder.  McAfoos then opened a 
newspaper shop and sold that to Claude Richards who ran the store until 1949.  The 
Randolphs bought the building for a Notion Store.  In 1950, the Connellys bought it, 
remodeling it with a beauty shop on the south side and living quarters on the north side for 
their daughter Frances (Black).  In 1960, the Benckens purchased the residence and business.  
Debbie Nickols purchased it in the late 1970s.  It is now the office for SSI.

The Ranch House was the location of the first building that Ira Thompson moved to 
town.  That store was replaced by a building that had living quarters above for the family; it 
was destroyed by a tornado in 1891.  The store was rebuilt and is the present building.  Son, 
Clyde, took over the business called the Spot Cash Store.  From 1920-1926, the Barnetts owned 
and operated the store.  In 1932, WS McIntyre (Ira’s son-in-law) bought the business.  The 
McIntyres ran the grocery store until 1978 when Tom and Betty Nicols bought it.  They called it 
T&V Grocery and, later, Hometown Market.  It was purchased in 1987 by SSI.

North of the Ranch House is a vacant lot.  An early photo shows the name Goss Meat 



Market in the window of the building that was once here.  About 1918-1919 it was Kopplin 
Market which sold to a Mr. Coffman in 1925, who closed it after a short time.  Since then it has 
been a cafe, the post office, and a pool hall.  

This small stuccoed building was the location of several barber shops.  East Side Barber 
Shop may have been the first. In the 20s it was Brown’s Barber Shop.  Then Grover Hoppas 
purchased the business (c. 1928-1960).  During the 60s and 70s, Walt Thummel, Fred Zodrow, 
Galen Tacha and Jim Juenemann were barbers.  Presently SSI operates a gift shop here.

This brick building was the Farmers State Bank built in 1921.  In the fall of 1926 its 
assets were transferred to the Rexford State Bank.  Several cafes operated in this location:  the 
Read Cafe, the Oasis and Deves Cafe.  WH Chandler and Oscar Johnson also each had a cafe 
at this location.  Then there were Ray’s Cafe, Center Cafe, and Lunk’s.  Maris’ bought Tom 
Claar’s former pool hall and opened Maris Ceramics, 1968-1975.  Dorothy Miller and Pat 
Hopper then ran an antique shop, the Bug House, here.  Then Larry Zoberst had a liquor store.  

MF Roller built his merchandise store on this site in 1901 and operated it until 1923.  
The business was sold to MA Davis, who later purchased the meat market next door.  The 
Rexford IOOF Lodge bought it in 1951 and did extensive remodeling, adding the brick front.  
Ralph Carlton published the Town and Country News here which first came out July 9, 1984.  It 
closed soon after.  Today, the building serves as the Rexford Community Hall. 

This stucco building began as a meat market in the early 20s.  Williams Market was 
followed by Taylors, then Grovers before it was purchased by the Davis’.  In 1935 Darrell and 
Lela (Davis) Smith purchased the grocery store and later added a locker plant.  The store 
closed in 1960.  Darrel Wark had a seed store here in the 80s.

The empty lot north of the market was the location of the Illinois House, built in the 
early 1900s, and a building that housed the post office.  An account states that in 1906-07 a 
second floor and an addition were built on to this building which operated as a restaurant and 
hotel.  Later Pearl Thayer Yount ran a rooming house and cafe.

North of the lot is the Dawg House, a teen hangout, owned by SSI.  The drug store of 
GM Baum was purchased by Dr. HG Patterson for his drug store, office and family living 
quarters in 1897-98.  The north end of the building was eventually turned into a dress shop.  
Later, Robb’s Variety Store, a pool hall and several cafes:  Ruffin’s, Mandy’s, Zob’s Cafe and 
the Rexford Cafe (several owners).

The west side tour ends at the Rexford Commercial Hotel.  The property was originally 
owned by GM Baum who had built a small hotel.  Kizer and Ida Corder purchased it in 1889. 
They built on, opened up a large dining room and sold it around 1907.  Lew Swarm was then 
the proprietor.  In 1923, Lulu Thompson Croisant bought the motel from Nick Wagoner and 
operated the hotel until her death in 1941.  Bess Barnett bought the hotel and soon sold to the 
Pabsts.  In the late 50s, the hotel was operated by WE and Earl Fowler, then Ann Morse owned 
it in the 60s and in the 70s, Herb and Ethel Teel.  In 1977, Darrel and Valerie Wark bought it.  
A few years ago, the city of Rexford gave the restaurant and hotel to SSI.

- East Side -
Our tour now crossses to the east side of Main.  The small wooden building was built 

by the Chicago Lumber Co. in 1889, which sold to Midwest Lumber Co. in 1920 and then to 
Foster Lumber Co. in 1929.  Chris Mosher and Lester Hibbs purchased the property in 1961, 
and established M&M Supply, a hardware store.  John Ray Gould purchased the property in 
1982 for his business, Bulls Eye Electric Repair.

The next building to the south was built as a part of the Foster Lumber Company.  Wes 
Bencken bought the building in 1961 for his welding shop.

Next is the metal building of Preston Farms where Bob Parrott’s Livery once was.  Later 
the Shell Oil Station was located here.  Then Co-op had its filling station at this location and 



Dave’s Auto Supply did business here. 
Moving on south was the newspaper office of the Rexford News, (1903-1942).
By the 20s Otis Havice had his barber shop next door until his death in 1945.
A cafe is noted in the next lot on a 1920 map of Rexford.  
On the corner, W. Tilden built a brick building (80 x 40) in 1888 and carried a full stock 

of general merchandise.  Before 1920, he sold the business to the Minors who later sold to the 
Hanshaws.  In the 60s, Adrian Richards had a pool hall here.  The fire department burned the 
building in 1987.  Last year, SSI moved the former Houston home from Gem to this location.

A stately brick bank building, built in 1922, stands across the street.  In 1902, the 
Rexford State Bank opened here.  It closed in 1984, later opening as Peoples State Bank.  

The American Legion Hall was also built in 1922.  For a time, roller skating was 
provided on the main floor.  The Rexford Theatre was here until 1954.  Today, SSI uses it for 
an auditorium with meeting rooms in the basement.

Then to the red buildings.  Paul Rhoten started out as a blacksmith in the early 1900s in 
this location but later added a machine shop and garage, which he ran until 1919.  His  
brother, Otis, bought the garage and in 1926, Albert Garrett (Otis’ son-in-law) joined him.  
Retiring in 1944-45, Otis sold to Lawrence Wark who operated it as the Rexford Garage.  The 
next red building was built by Albert Wark as a service station. Clarence Maris had a shoe and 
saddle repair shop here in 1958-59.  Darrel Wark bought the property in 1968.

South of Wark’s building was once Robert Morgan’s hardware store (c. 1906-30s).


