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Palace Drug Store 
460 N. Franklin - Colby

“The three brick store buildings together with the large brick bank building will all be 
completed before cold weather.  These buildings will give a permanency to the town and start 
fall building so that it will continue all winter.”  

“Work on the new brick building north of the CAT office has been commenced.  The 
size of the building will be 25x65.  A gentleman named Woodruff, of Marysville, Kansas, will 
occupy the room with a stock of general merchandise”  (both from:  Thomas County Cat, 
6/10/1886). 

On July 1, 1886, the paper reported on the progress of the construction projects, “The 
first kiln of brick has been burnt and the brick are first class.  They are a light red and have the 
proper ring.  The moulders are at work on the second kiln.”  And that “The bricklayers arrived 
here the first of the week and will commence work on the new building at once.”  Also noted 
was that, “Mr. Woodruff is in Colby in readiness and will stock up as soon as the building is 
completed.”

The paper continued to root on the construction projects.  “The brick yard of Colby is 
turning out the very best kind of brick.  The brick building north of the CAT office, 25x65, two 
stories high, is well under way now.  Kelton and Andrews, both excellent masons are putting 
up the building, and it will be a great ornament and credit to the town (7/15/1886).  

Colby was growing and glowing.  That July, the paper boasted with pride, “We have 
always claimed that Colby was destined to be the best town in Northwestern Kansas, and now 
we know it.  There is not town within 100 miles of here that can show so many substantial 
improvements.  The Town Company are building a brick store that will cost $6,000; are 
excavating for a brick hotel which will cost $10,000. . . . Let us push ahead with infinite push 
and energy, and in five years we will have 5,000 people (TCC 7/29/1886).  

“The new brick store north of the CAT office will be completed this week.  It is a stately 
structure, and gives all an occasion for congratulation”  (TCC 8/5/1886).

 With the completion of the store, Woodruff then proceeded to fill the store with an 
immense stock of dry goods, notions, glass and queensware, groceries, etc., also introducing to 
the public some new brands of flour that became very popular.  The business opened its doors 
on September 15, 1886 under the name of Woodruff and Tate.  (Wm. T. Tate was also from 
Marysville, Kansas where he had been a businessman).  The building also sported a cellar the 
full size of the building and a store house 14x26.

Alvin Bennett, formerly in the clothing business at Nebraska City, Nebraska, was 
employed in the store and owned three quarter sections of land in Thomas County.  Another 
employee in the store was N. E. Dow, who was also from Marysville.

By the end of that year, Woodruff & Tate was one of six general stores in Colby.  The 
only one in a brick building.  They advertised under the name The Brick Store for some time.  

Meanwhile, across the street, a store owned by Martin Bros. (opened in early 1886) had 
earned the reputation of being the neatest drug store in the west half of Kansas and was 
known as Palace Drug Store.  That store was located where Donelan’s Jewelry is today at 435 
N. Franklin.  The furnishings were all of polished white ash, the walls were papered with 
unique designs, and beautiful oil paintings adorned the walls.  They had everything in the 
patent medicine line, paints, oils, druggist’s sundries, jewelry, musical instruments of all 
kinds, etc.  The building was 20x70 with a store room 10x16, and an ice house 10x30.

Beside the Palace Drug Store, the Martins:  Dr. C.H. and Dr. J.W., had an elegant office, 



fitted up magnificently, with the walls neatly papered, the floors carpeted with costly Brustles, 
and the walls adorned with rare works of art.  Dr. C.H. Martin had formerly practiced his 
profession for nine years in Dekalb, Missouri.  He was a graduate of the medical department 
of the Louisville, Kentucky State University.  He was president of the National Bank in Colby 
and a large share holder in the Newell House (later the O’Pelt Hotel and more recently known 
at the Cooper Hotel).  Dr. J.W. Martin had practiced in Weston, Missouri for seven years and 
was a graduate of the Louisville Kentucky State University as well as the Jeffersonian Medical 
College, Philadelphia.  

J. B. Hampton was the foreman of the Palace Drug Store and was also from Dekalb, 
Missouri.  By 1887, it was noted that he had “passed a splendid examination before The State 
Board of Pharmacy.”

In 1887, a new doctor in Colby, Dr. V.C. Eddy, established his practice in an office on 
the second floor of the brick building of the Woodruff and Tate store.  Research has not borne 
out just how long he was in this location.

Sometime in 1895, Hampton bought out the Martin brothers who left Colby.  That 
summer of 1895, the paper reported that many people were leaving on account of the drought.  
Stores had closed and homesteads, even though proved up on, were being abandoned.  And 
then by the end of that year, Woodruff and Tate began to advertise a liquidation sale.  They 
hoped to have all their merchandise sold by January 1, 1896.  They were selling below cost 
which undoubtedly made some holiday shoppers very happy.  The paper, though, stated that 
the closing of the Woodruff and Tate store would be a big loss to Colby.

With the arrival of 1896, the store was still not liquidated.  Advertisements still ran 
announcing the closing and ridiculously cheap prices of the remaining stock.  On April 11, an 
auction was held to finally sell everything.

Following the sale, not much was noted regarding Woodruff until June.  “J.B. Hampton 
will move into B.J. Woodruff’s store building next month.”  And that, “B.J. Woodruff sports a 
bran [sic] new $85.00 Waverly bicycle.  It’s a daisy.”  Then two weeks later, “B.J. Woodruff left 
Monday morning for Hiawatha, Kansas, where he will likely again engage in the general 
merchandise business.  We are sorry to lose Mr. Woodruff as he is one of our oldest and best 
business men.  We can highly recommend him and his estimable family to the people of 
Hiawatha” (Colby Tribune, 06/1896).

 “J.B. Hampton now has one of the finest and neatest drugstores in western Kansas”  
(Colby Tribune, 07/1896).  Hampton bought the property from Woodruff in 1903.  He operated 
his drug store here until he died in 1942, with the exception of a year (1907-1908) when he sold 
out to go to Kansas City to work in the wholesale drug business which didn’t work out.  Some 
time following that, he changed the name of the store to Hamptons.  Hampton also 
manufactured drugs under his name or sold the concoctions of local people, like Westermeier’s 
Vanish Face and Hand Cream.  (Joe Westermeier operated the Colby Bottling Works.)   It 
continued to operate as Hampton Drugs until 1948 when the name changed to Raney Drug 
Store, part of the Raney chain, with Pershing Frederick as the pharmacist.  Pershing & Katie 
Frederick became sole owners in 1960 and changed the name to Frederick’s Pharmacy and 
then, in 1979, it was sold to Randy and Linda Smith.  

The Smiths then researched the history of the building and decided to rename the store:  
Palace Drug Store (actually Smith’s Palace Drug Store).  They also restored the front of the 
store to the way it looked over a hundred years ago.  It is still ‘a great ornament and credit to 
the town.’

Individual or businesses who are interested in restoring their historic buildings may 
want to consider tax credits or grants for preservation:



To receive federal tax credits of 20% 
*  Properties must be listed on the National Register of Historic Places
*  Must be income producing
*  Qualified expenses 
*  Must conform to the Secretary of Interior Standard for Rehabilitation

For a 10% tax credit
*  Income producing building
*  Not eligible for listing on the National Register but built before 1936
*  Cannot be used for housing

To qualify for state tax credit of up to 25%
*  Kansas Register or National Register
*  Qualified expenses
*  Must conform to the Secretary of Interior Standard for Rehabilitation
*  Must exceed $5,000

Heritage Trust Fund Grants
*  Properties listed on the National or State Register
*  Nonprofit and Government applicants provide a 20% match
*  For-profit applicants must provide a 50% match 
*  Must conform to the Secretary of Interior Standard for Rehabilitation

Contact Christy Davis or Katrina Klingaman at the Kansas State Historical Society at 785 272-
8681 or cdavis@kshs.org or kklingaman@kshs.org for tax credit information.  For Heritage 
Trust Fund Grants contact Carl Magnuson ext. 216 or cmagnuson@kshs.org.


